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Bridget Talbot went out of  
her way to help those in need.
She volunteered in the First World War, spending time  
in Italy and Turkey looking after the wounded and refugees. 
Her work earned her the Italian Medal for Valour,  
the Croce al Merito di Guerra, and an Order of the  
British Empire (O.B.E.) in 1920. 

During the Second World War, she developed a waterproof 
torch for sailors lost overboard, which saved many lives. 
Politically active throughout her life, Talbot unsuccessfully 
ran as a Liberal MP in 1950.

When Bridget saw a challenge, she tried to help, and Kiplin  
was no exception.

Kiplin was a challenge for only  
the most dedicated and passionate.  
Bridget Talbot’s sheer persistence kept the Hall  
standing after the Royal Air Force left in 1945,  
but only just. Despite her campaigning, there was  
very little compensation for the damage done during  
the war. Demolition was on the cards several times.

Over the next 30 years, the Hall was rented out as flats  
and little money was put into its upkeep. The roof leaked  
and the place was bitterly cold in winter. Can you imagine  
what a wet and windy night must have felt like here? 

Bridget Talbot regularly visited Kiplin Hall as a child. Here she is 
boating in 1900, with her father and siblings, (left to right) Alfred, 
Bridget, Humphrey, Kathleen and Geoffrey Talbot.

Family visits were always welcome at Kiplin. The Talbot, Carpenter and de Grey families 
are pictured outside the library. From left to right: Alfred, Humphrey, Emily (née de Grey), 
and Geoffrey Talbot,  Michael de Grey, Bridget Talbot, Kathleen Talbot (in front),  
Beatrice (née de Grey) and Walter Carpenter (previously Talbot).



Character close-up:  
Bridget Talbot
Bridget Talbot was born in 1885 
to Walter Carpenter’s brother, 
Alfred Talbot and his wife Emily. 
Bridget visited Kiplin many times 
throughout her childhood.  
She bought the Hall from her cousin, Sarah, in 1937. 

For the next forty years she tirelessly looked for 
solutions to save Kiplin. By the 1950s all hope was 
lost. The Hall was set to be demolished. It was only 
saved by a stroke of fate when Bridget was knocked 
down by a car in London and could not ring the demolition  
firm. Kiplin remained standing.

As she approached the end of her life, Bridget set up the  
Kiplin Hall Trust to care and advocate for Kiplin when she  
was no longer able to. Bridget Talbot died at Kiplin in 1971,  
and the Trust has been caring for the Hall ever since. 

When Walter Carpenter’s daughter Sarah inherited 
Kiplin in 1904, she rented out the Hall and sold off 
most of the land. During the Second World War, 
Kiplin was requisitioned by the Army and Royal Air 
Force. It was left virtually derelict in 1945. 

Bridget Talbot, Sarah’s cousin, was Kiplin’s last owner. 
Her passion for Kiplin is the reason it is still here 
today. She bought the Hall and its furniture in 1937 
and inherited the remaining land on Sarah’s death  
in 1957.

Bridget battled to save Kiplin for 40 years, 
campaigning for support and funds in this country 
and internationally. She set up a charitable trust 
before she died in 1971, leaving the Hall to the care  
of the trustees.  

Kiplin saw a gradual decline 
in the 1900s. Like many 
country houses, Kiplin 
struggled to keep afloat 
in the midst of expensive 
repairs, changing family 
circumstances, and two 
world wars. 
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Bridget Talbot kept cuttings from newspaper  
articles in her scrapbooks. Some record her  
efforts to save the Hall, and how close it  
came to demolition.

“Farewell Kiplin” was written by Bridget Talbot. 
She wrote it to show the value of Kiplin Hall’s 
history. There were performances in the 1950s 
and 1960s. This raised the profile of the Hall’s 
potential demolition.

Sarah Turnor (née Carpenter) sold the Hall 
and its furniture to her cousin, Bridget Talbot. 
This image of Sarah was taken in 1939, 
a couple of years after the sale.

Audio  
listening  
area

Advertisement of land sales 
from the Kiplin Estate, 1 minute.

Royal Air Force (R.A.F.) advice  
for service people, 1 minute.

1950s advertisement looking  
for tenants, 1 minute.


